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SILVER BOW COUNTY RESIDENTS 
RANK HIGH IN HOME OWNERSHIP
MISSOULA—
By a very large margin, Silver Bow County residents live in housing units 
older than those found in Montana's other most populous counties. And, county 
residents are more likely to occupy single-family homes they own themselves.
These are just some of the findings of a report issued by the University of 
Montana Bureau of Business and Economic Research, Missoula, and the Montana 
Board of Housing, Helena.
The report includes the results of a BBER survey of housing needs and pref­
erences in the state. The survey, sponsored by the Montana Board of Housing, 
also generated additional information concerning Montana households. The report 
summarizes statewide data as well as data for the most populous counties: Cascade,
Flathead, Gallatin, Lewis and Clark, Missoula, Silver Bow and Yellowstone.
Of the Silver Bow County households surveyed, 59 percent reported residing in 
dwellings built before 1940. The next highest figure among the most populous 
counties is that for Lewis and Clark, where 27 percent reside in homes built 
before that year. Statewide, 27 percent of the households reported living in 
housing built before 1940.
A significant proportion of Silver Bow County households live in single-family 
homes. Eighty-five percent of those surveyed reported occupying such housing, 
a number which exceeds the statewide figure of 72 percent. Of the most populous 
counties, Flathead ranks second, behind Silver Bow, with 78 percent of the households 
surveyed there residing in single-family structures.
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Thirty-six percent of the Silver Bow households participating in the survey 
own their home free and clear. Flathead County is next, with 31 percent. Cascade 
County had the fewest households reporting home ownership free and clear, with 15 
percent of the households surveyed there responding positively to this survey 
question.
A sizable proportion of the households surveyed in Silver Bow County expressed 
satisfaction with their current housing and neighborhood. Eighty-five percent of 
the respondent households in the county rated their neighborhood as "excellent" 
or "good," while 84 percent rated their place of residence similarly.
Of the most populous counties, fewer Silver Bow County households indicated 
they planned to look for other housing accommodations in 1979. Twenty-eight 
percent of the households surveyed stated they were actively seeking other housing 
or had considered doing so. Using the survey results to project actual numbers,
BBER estimates that about 1,630 county households would look for other housing 
during the year, and another 2,180 would consider looking.
Other information contained in the report includes household attitudes toward 
living in mobile homes and condominiums, the average size of households, and monthly 
rental and mortgage payments.
Copies of the housing study report are available for $3 from the Bureau of 
Business and Economic Research, Missoula, and from the Montana Board of Housing, 
Mitchell Building, Helena.
